Mission Statement

Yellow Brick House is mandated to provide services in York Region to women who have
experienced violence and abuse, and their children.

Mandate
Yellow Brick House will:

e provide emergency, crisis and short term supportive counseling in individual and
group format, information, referral services, advocacy, and practical assistance to
women and children

e provide secure emergency shelter and transitional housing to women and children;

e promote the establishment and maintenance of a respectful, welcoming, nonviolent
environment at all its facilities it owns or leases;

e organize, participate in, and support community events and public education
initiatives designed to increase individual and community awareness of issues
relating to violence against women and children;

e Promote and contribute to social change initiatives designed to achieve equality for all
persons and contribute to the eradication of violence against women and children.

Yellow Brick House Philosophy

For generations, women have experienced personal, social, and institutional abuse,
discrimination, and oppression. Women often receive less education, have less access to
information, earn less money and have less input into government and governance
structures. Women are disadvantaged as a group and disempowered individually. This is a
result of a male dominant world view, a system of beliefs or practices that explicitly or
implicitly asserts that men are superior to women. This world view promotes a pattern of
male aggression and female submission. The personal and social context of each woman’s
life will influence, if not determine, the particular barriers and disadvantages she faces
throughout her life.

Violence and abuse against women and children reflects and reinforces the power imbalance
between men and women. It is an expression of women’s disadvantaged status, and a
coercive tool used to maintain a circumstance of male dominance and control.

Violence and abuse serves to control women and protect male power, as evidenced by the
fact that the overwhelming majority of victims are women while offenders and perpetrators
are most often, though not exclusively, men.

Yellow Brick House is committed to challenging and eradicating the beliefs, values, systems
and structures which support and perpetuate sexism and violence against women. To this
end, the organization, it's Board of Directors, employees, and service volunteers shall:

e promote and respect diversity, equity, and exclusivity

e demonstrate respect for the abilities, opinions, and needs of women and children

e demonstrate an overarching commitment to confidentiality and safety in relation to the
women and children we serve

e bring integrity and compassion to all that we do
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DONATION WISH LIST
(New & Gently Used)

HOUSEHOLD CHILDREN’S . ?z'fetn(;?;df/v N
ITEMS ITEMS Mart, Sears, The
Bay)
o Cutlery sets e Diapers *Size « Movie passes/gift
e Sheet sets - Twin 4,5, 6, Baby cards (Cineplex,
* Pillows wipes, diaper Famous Players)
o Kettles cream, baby « Digital ear
« Pots powder, g-tips” thermometer
o Pans » Slippers
o Towels o Bubble bath* »
o Toasters e Ivory snow” WOMEN'S ITEMS
» Kitchen towels o Pajamas
e Toaster ovens e Children’s o Coats
 Place mats toothpaste & + Socks
e Oven mitts Toothbrushes* o Sweaters
« Cutting boards e Socks, « Pants
» Dish sponges Underwear * e Scarves
 Dish soap « New release » Hats
o Laundry soap children’s » Gloves
o Laundry baskets DVDs e Underwear”
« Fabric Softener o Puzzles o Bras”
» Blankets  Diaries/journal * Slippers
« Long Distance » Bottles, o Pajamas
Calling Cards pacifiers, bibs » Sanitary Napkins*
e Booksin e Hair Brushes™
different e Shower Soap
languages
* NEW ITEMS ONLY
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